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Sunday Worship @ 8:00 am, 9:45, and 11:00 am 

Sunday School @ 9:30 am 
Sunday Coffee Fellowship @ 9:00 am 

August 2018 Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, August 1 
 

Thursday, August 2 
 

Friday, August 3 
 

Saturday, August 4 
4:00 pm Fellowship Hall in use 
 

Sunday, August 5 
 

Monday, August 6 
6:30 pm Worship and Music Team 
 

Tuesday, August 7 
6:30 pm Transition Team Orientation 
 

Wednesday, August 8 
10:00 am Parent’s “SOS” Playgroup 
7:00 pm Food Pantry meeting 
 

Thursday, August 9 
1:00 pm Daytime Book Club 
6:00 pm Heroes Debrief Meeting 
 

Friday, August 10 
 

Saturday, August 11 
3:00 pm Fellowship Hall in use 
 

Sunday, August  12 
5:00 pm  Gentle Waters 
 

Monday, August 13 
6:00 pm Finance Committee 
7:00 pm Executive Committee 
 

Tuesday, August 14 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm Preschool Ministry Team 

 
Wednesday, August 15 
 
Thursday, August 16 
6:30 pm  Stephen Ministry 
 

Friday, August 17 
 

Saturday, August 18 
6:00 pm Young Adults summer gathering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 19 
9:45 am Blessing of the Backpacks 
10:45 am Youth & Family Calendar Planning 
 

Monday, August 20 
7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, August 21 
 

Wednesday, August 22 
10:00 am  Parent’s “SOS” Playgroup 
11:30 am Forever Young 
6:00 pm Evening Book Club 
 

Thursday, August 23 
 

Friday, August 24 
 

Saturday, August 25 
5:00 pm Family Cookout 
 

Sunday, August 26 
9:45 am  Prayground 
9:45 am Combined service & Potluck  
6:30 pm Scouts 
 

Monday, August 27 
 

Tuesday, August 28 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm Relay for Life Meeting 
7:00 pm Preschool Parent’s Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 29 
 
Thursday, August 30 
7:00 pm Scouts 
 
Friday, August 31 
6:00 pm  Fellowship Hall in use 
 

 
 

 
 
 

David Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 Know Christ—Make Christ Known 

Interim Progress:  Self-Study 
 

We ask the members of David Lutheran to hold in prayer, members of our 
Transition Team installed this past Sunday.  The team will meet August 7th for 
orientation and study.   
Members will serve in two sub-groups.  The Listening In Team consists of  
Pastor Leslie and Nancy Stagg.  The Listening Out Team includes Bob Clark, Jill 
Henry, Pastor Leslie, Bob McFerin, Kathy Dobda, Ryan & Alison Stagg.    
 
As noted by Peter Block, an organizational scholar, “Leadership in today’s 
world should be about convening spaces for people to experience a new  
future together.”  Our Transition Team will be creating and hosting a number 
of ways for David Lutheran’s members to reflect on what we will learn about 
ourselves and our community. 
 
Our Listening In Team will seek creative ways for us to mine David Lutheran’s 
heritage for values and stories which inform the present and will ground our 
future.  Both teams will develop surveys and interview questions to seek our 
members’ thoughts about our ‘inreach’ and ‘outreach.’  What are the needs 
and hopes of both our members and our neighbors?  What do our members 
think about the set of skills needed by our future staff and pastor for ministry 
in our present setting and culture?  
 
Our Listening Out Team will be reviewing key demographic information for 
the nearby zip code areas they select in order to describe the changes and 
challenges of our neighborhood.  They will develop interview questions in 
order to effectively learn from the leadership of our area’s churches,  
community leaders and members.  

 
 

 
 
 

August 2018 

Pastor Leslie Fox 

Continued on page 4 

Vision Statement 
 

We dream of a place where God 
gathers us together in the presence 

of the Holy Spirit,  
Calls us to use our gifts  

in joyful service,  
Cultivates our trust in Him,  

Leads us in spiritual growth and  
Empowers us to  

Make Christ Known. 



Youth and Family Ministry 
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Parent's "SOS" Playgroup 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention all parents of little ones!!  Looking to stay connected or make some new           
connections with other parents?  Looking to get some social interaction for your toddler or 
preschooler?  Looking for a way to get out and enjoy the sunshine?  Come join us: 

 
Wednesday, August 8  10-11:30 am 
Wednesday, August 22 10-11:30 am 

@ the David Lutheran Church Playground 

 
Questions? Contact Stacia Thornton at 419-305-9836 or stacia.anne.thornton@gmail.com 

Thank You! 
A BIG Thank You to everyone who helped make community VBS happen this year! The kids 
had a great time learning about Jesus, making new friends and singing songs. We also had a 
game, craft and discovery stations that the kids loved. Together we helped Make Christ 
Known in our community! 
 

Young Adults & Families 
 Save the date for our end-of-summer gathering! Saturday, August 18, at Brynn & Christian 
Hoffman’s home (8440 Justus Road, Stoutsville 43154), at 6:00 pm. Food provided. All 
young families and children are welcome! Please RSVP to rstagg@davidlutheran.org or text 
614-563-7740 by Thursday, August 16, so we can have a count for food. 

All students, teachers, and school employees, bring your backpacks or something from 
work with you to church on Sunday, August 19, and receive a blessing for the new school 
year! We’ll do the blessings at the beginning of the 9:45 service, so come a little early!  
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Thank you to Leah Fearing by Dorothy Nolan 

 

The office chair was vacated on October 1, 2016 

Finding someone to take over would be a chore it seemed. 
 

But Leah came forward and knew what to do, 

Bulletins, newsletters, phones, plus great on the computer too. 
 

You said you would “fill in” as needed for awhile, 

And continued continuing, always going the extra mile. 
 

In addition to taking care of the office responsibilities, 

You also managed to keep up with your music responsibilities. 
 

Before we knew it, 2016 would end, 

And 2017 was coming right around the bend. 
 

With Lent and Easter coming what would we do? 

Would our “fill in” continue another month or two? 
 

Yes, you willingly continued two ministry positions, 

Bulletins, newsletters, choir, organ were your missions. 
 

You continued quite capably with this busy routine, 

Always calm, smiling, patient, friendly you seemed. 
 

Now we are approaching fall and the holidays, 

And once again our Leah was ready I’m happy to say. 
 

Doing everything the office required 

Plus music, rehearsal, and all the choirs.  
 

Now it is 2018 and again comes Lent and Easter, 

Will we ever find someone else for Pastor Leslie to pester? 
 

But again Leah agreed to continue, 

Doing everything we put on her menu. 
 

Things always have a way of working out, 

If we just let God take over and follow His route. 
 

So now we will welcome a new Minister of Communications, 

Preparing newsletters and more for our DLC congregation. 
 

Now Leah maybe it’s vacation time to relax and get some sun 

With Dave, Kayla, Josh, Kyle, Cory for some family together fun. 
 

So now I end with a “THANK YOU” for all you have done, 

Staying much longer than you had planned for the long run. 
 

Serving for many months as Minister of Communications, 

Speaking for many may I say, “You have been a sensation!” 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stacia.anne.thornton@gmail.com
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 Thank you 

On a Sunday morning in June, right before I left on vacation, I was 

completely surprised by Pastor Leslie, Stacia Thornton and Kathy 

Dobda.  At each service they called me up front and thanked me for 

my service as the Interim Minister of Communication and Support.  

Their loving words of gratitude on behalf of the congregation 

touched me deeply.  Then, I open a package and find the most  

beautiful quilt that had been created specifically for me (yes, there 

are music notes in the fabric!) with creative and loving hands that 

just made me speechless.  A huge thank you to Carolyn Wood, Kathy 

Dobda, Molly Sibrik and Madel O’Neil for their amazing skills in  

creating such a beautiful quilt.  And that’s not all—included in this 

writing is one of Dorothy’s famous poems written to me.  What an honor!  Thank you, Dorothy.  

And to the congregation of David Lutheran, I had no idea back in October of 2016 that our  

journey together would be that long.  I thank you for the love, support, faith and friendship that 

you shared with me.   It was such a privilege to minister with you and work each day supporting 

the mission of David Lutheran to Know Christ, and Make Christ Known.    

 

P.S. Don’t forget…..I need singers, ringers, and musicians to do my job that I still have!  Come join 

the Music Ministry at David Lutheran!!  We’d love to have you.  

 

Peace and Joy, 

Leah 

David Lutheran Church will be hosting a Financial Peace University Class this fall.  Learn how to 
handle money God's way.  This class is for all people, in all walks of life, and all kinds of financial 
situations.  Some of the topics for the class include: 
-Spending & Saving Wisely 
-Managing & Budgeting Your Money 
-Eliminating Debt 
-Role of Insurance 
-Retirement & College Planning 
-Real Estate & Mortgages 
-and Much More!! 
 
The class will be Tuesday evenings from 6:30pm - 8:00pm for 9 weeks.  The first class will be on 
Tuesday, September 18th.  Childcare can be arranged, if needed (just let us know). 
For more information, or to sign up, contact Joshua Thornton  
614-916-6030 or Joshua.Thornton@gmail.com 
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Youth and Family Calendar Planning Session 

Youth and families - want some input on 
this year’s calendar? Get your ideas  
together for fun, service, and fellowship 
events and come to a brainstorming and 
planning meeting on Sunday, August 19, 
at 10:45 am in the chapel. Snacks        
provided! Youth and adults both  
welcome! 

Bring the whole family out for an evening of fun! Saturday, 
August 25, 5-7 pm at the DELC shelter house. Main dish 
provided; bring a side or dessert to share. Games, fellow-
ship, and fun for all ages while we celebrate the end of 
summer together! 

Family Cookout 

Youth Group (6th-12th Grade) 
All 6th-12th graders are encouraged to come to our next service event on Sunday, August 
26, from 6-8 pm. We’ll make bracelets and enjoy community at one of our local senior 
homes! Parent drivers will be needed - please see Ryan if you can help!  

Rally Day-September 9 

Mark your calendars: Fall Sunday School starts 
back up September 9! There will continue to be a 
Sunday school opening at 9:30 am with songs and 
a children’s message.  

Story Corner – 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 
I was blown away by the way our kids really dove into the youth gathering experience and 
how well they processed what they heard! They were not selfish in their participation, but 
really came home changed by what they heard and learned. We are currently working to 
capitalize on this experience and strengthen our community together. I am extremely 
proud of our kids and grateful for their faith and love! 

mailto:Joshua.Thornton@gmail.com


Life Celebrations 

Birthday 

August 
(1)   Andrew Maksim 
(2)  David Glauner 
(5)  Kaylee Cordts 
(5)   Brent Palsgrove 
(9)  Pamela Kinsel 
(10)  Mary Ann Harden 
(10)  Liz Plummer 
(11)  Matthew Plummer 
(12)  Grace Frank 
(12)  Anna Kolonchuk 
(12)  Travis Parker 
(12)  Melissa Schirr 
(13)  Bryce Palsgrove   
(14)  Nancy Schirm Wright 
(16)  Margaret Long 
(19)  Megan Arata 
(19)  Mary Ann Dickson 
 
 
 

 
(21)  Suzanne Abram 
(22)  Carolyn Zwayer 
(23)  Lawrence Moody Jr. 
(24)  Robert Hoffman 
(25)  Violet Thrasher 
(25)  Zoe Thrasher 
(26)  Kenneth Mills 
(28)  Howard McFerin 
(28)  Lucas Schirr 
(29)  Geoffrey Combs 
(29)  Shirley Steckman 
(29)  Jeffrey Tomlinson 
(31)  Ellie Maksim 
(31)  Ellen Plante 
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Continued from page 1 

Anniversaries 
 

August 

4)  Bob & Val Hoffman 

6) Brad & Nancy Fagrell 

6) Jack & Jodi Chapman 

8) Jose & Gail Heffner-Charles 

21) Alex & Stephanie Alonzo 

23) Don & Liz Plummer 

24) Jim & Marlene Bruning 

24) Steve & Crissy Hulet 

26) Jim & Kathy Schwarz 

27) Doug & Donna Leitwein 

29) Jeff & Susan Tomlinson 

31) Rick & Susan Haack 

 

The team will gather to review the information collected, to note trends, and report back to 
the congregation.  Both the data collected and their impressions will be used to complete the 
ELCA Ministry Site Profile.  This profile will be passed onto the Call Committee who will share 
it with our ministry candidates. 
 
We trust in God’s Holy Spirit for the wisdom and insight needed as we together at David  
Lutheran participate in this time of renewal.  We trust that God is ahead of us, leading the 
way into God’s preferred and promised future!   
 
Walking with you in this time of holy transition, 
Pastor Leslie 
 

Seek to please 

Shift your prayer life from “Please, God” to “Please God.” Take the comma out of those two 
words when you pray, and transition your praying from asking God for things to asking God 
for the pleasure of God’s pleasure.  
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A Canal Winchester Middle School guidance counselor 
called the Human Services office one afternoon to express 
concern about “Johnny”.  For more than a week, the  
counselor, along with other school staff members, had ob-
served “Johnny” eating half his lunch and then wrapping the rest in a napkin and putting it 
into his pocket.  After several days of  observing the same ritual, “Johnny” was called into 
the office.  Johnny explained he was saving half his lunch each day because without it, he 
would have nothing to eat when he went home and would be hungry until he could return 
to school for his next meal.  Sadly, versions of “Johnny’s STORY” have been shared with us 
more than it might be imagined. 
 

After a year of coordination and planning, we were able to establish the FEEDING OUR  
FUTURE initiative which provides bags of supplemental food to income-eligible students 
attending Canal Winchester Local Schools.  The bags contain one meal for every day the 
student is not able to receive free breakfast/free lunches. During the 2017-18 school year, 
6,323 MEALS were distributed so children would have food during the weekend. 
 

Why can’t Johnny learn? Childhood hunger impacts cognition, social, emotional and  
physical development.  Your support of Canal Winchester Human Services programming 
helps children in our community learn, thrive and grow into healthy adulthood – an  
outcome that benefits us all. Your donated support in helping us pay off our building’s 
mortgage allows funding to be directed to important initiatives to reduce hunger.  
Thanks! 

‘One Square Foot’ Building Fund Goal:  $55,000 
Building Our Future One Square Foot at a Time 

IMPACT WEEK:  September 9-16 
Canal Winchester Human Services  

PO Box 155, 80 Covenant Way, Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
614.834.3888   

To donate online: www.chhumanservices.org/DONATE-html 

Life Line Screening 

Johnny’s Story 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings will be 
in our community on Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at David Evangelical Lutheran Church. Ultra-
sound screenings to Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery 
(plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or 
weak area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to the rest of the body),  
Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening (an 
EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for 
men and women. Being proactive about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your 
doctor address problems early.  
 
Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  and receive your 
“Community Circle” discount and your Preferred Appointment!  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Discipleship Corner – Rhythm  
 
As we head into back-to-school season and all the chaos it brings, it’s more important than 
ever to remember the presence of God in our everyday lives. How, a busy parent or student 
asks, do I have time for that in the middle of running around to school, work, sports, band, 
church, and everything else? The best answer: just keep it simple. God knows you’re busy, 
and he wants you to fully enjoy your life and all of the activities each season brings. So in the 
midst of the chaos, just try to remember to say thank you. Be grateful for your children’s tal-
ents and opportunities, that you have a family to love, that your needs are provided for, that 
you have a wonderful church community. The best remedy for stress is a spirit of grateful-
ness. 
 
If you would like a prayer routine to follow that’s simple and takes only a few minutes of your 
day, try the Prayer of Examen: 
 

Presence - Take a moment to remember you are in the presence of God. Ask him to help 
you be aware of his presence.  

Gratitude: Recall two or three things that happened that day (or the previous day) for 
which you are especially grateful. Savor them. 

Review: Review your day from start to finish, noticing where you felt God’s presence. 
When did you feel loved? When did you love? 

Sorrow: Remember your sins or regrets that day and express them to God. Ask for his for-
giveness and pray about what reconciliations you might make to others.  

Grace: You may want to return to a meaningful part of your prayer and speak to God 
about how you felt. At the close of the prayer, ask for God’s grace for the rest of or 
the following day. 

The sign up sheet for ushers to serve for the 8:00 am worship services is posted. Ushers are 

needed for the October, November and December services. You may sign up to serve for a 

month or Sunday(s) of your choice. The sign up sheet is posted on the office window. Thank 

you for serving in this ministry of hospitality. Any questions, see Dorothy Nolan. 

Ushers 

These days I’m filled with grief and gratitude.  I’m so grateful to be part of our David  
Lutheran Church family at a time such as this.  I’ve appreciated so much, your expressions of 
kindness and prayers following the unexpected death of my father Marshall Fox.  He slipped 
away peacefully in the early hours of last Sunday morning, to enter into resurrection life.  
His passing caught us as his family all by surprise.  Even though he’d lived a rich and full life 
to reach the age of 95 as a child of God, an aviator, mechanical engineer, problem-solver, 
faithful and loving husband, father, and grandfather – still – we thought we had more time.  
Our lives are made precious by the limits of time.  So forgive me if you find me in the fog of 
grief, for it’s because I loved him so…  Family and friends will commend him to God’s care, 
August 18th at his home congregation, Good Shepherd Lutheran in Springfield, Ohio.   
Thanks for your care, Pastor Leslie 
 

With Sincere gratitude 
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Notes of Thanks Notes of Thanks 

In response to a plea for ‘making our weeds history,’ a gardening group sprouted with six 
outdoor workers!  Al Rastelli, Penny Babbert, Megan & Jason Arata, Don & Liz Plummer 
volunteered their time to edge and tidy garden beds all around our church building.  Several 
applications of calamine lotion were involved as a result…(yikes!)  We’re so grateful to each 
of you for your mid-summer contribution of your time.  Thanks! 
 
Registered nurse, Val Hoffman organized a skin cancer screening last month.  David  
Lutheran hosted the staff of Oakwood Dermatology for this event.  Just another way our 
congregation is here to support the health of our community! 
 
Our thanks to everyone who brought a dish to share at our brunch potluck last month, and 
to those who participated in our “Celebrating Our History” event!  Seeing the scope of 
events from the 1800’s to the present gave us a sense of God’s, persistent loving care for 
our life as a generational family of faith. 
 
Our Human Resource Team members, Gretchen Mills, Bob McFerin and Pastor Leslie have 
been meeting monthly, making great progress on drafting our Human Resource Guideline 
Manual.  Way to go team! 
 
Our Mutual Ministry Team welcomed Nancy Schirm-Wright.  She joins Barbie Weidner, 
Gretchen Mills and Pastor Leslie for monthly meetings that ask two questions: 1) “How are 
you doing, Pastor?” and 2) “How are we doing together as God’s people?”  Our team is  
reading together the book, Pastor and People:  Making Mutual Ministry Work.   
 
Thank you, Pastor Harold Hasenauer for serving as one of our “Suits for HEROES” volunteers 
in our June outreach event!  (Oops! Sorry we missed noting you in last month’s newsletter.) 
 
Members of our Finance Team continue to meet frequently to improve our reporting  
structures.  Bill Dobda has lent his expertise in working with Julie Welch our Preschool  
Director on her budgeting process.  Team members Dave Fearing, John Hummel, Jeff Miller, 
Doug Snyder, Bill Dobda, Lisa Schacht and Pastor Leslie received recommendations last 
month from Nanisa Osborne, Accounting Consultant.  Ms. Osborne has offered detailed  
advice on streamlining our accounting processes.  The team is now working to implement 
her recommendations. 
 
We’re grateful to Cheryl Haile for her faithful service as our bookkeeper for these past  
several years.  We offer our congratulations as she moves into full-time employment with an 
area school district.  Cheryl, you served us with good humor and grace, ‘adding’ much to our 
staff.  Sorry to see you being ‘subtracted’ from us. (!!!) We’ll miss you! 
 



June 2018 Financials 
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Operating Income June  YTD Actual YTD Budgeted 

Member Giving $17,759.37 $128,462.42 123,618.24 

Parsonage $0.00 $0.00 $7,149.96 

Other $1,306.26 $61,337.85 $17,029.50 

    

Total Operating Income $19,065.63 $189,800.30 $147,797.70 

    

Total Operating Expenses $28,730.36 $173,594.42 $156,311.75 

    

Benevolence Income $364.00 $3,268.00 $585.98 

Benevolence Expense $372.98 $1,353.96 $585.98 

    

Long Term Bldg Income $632.00 $9,409.00 $416.02 

Long Term Bldg Expense 50,821.75 $53,090.75 $416.02 

Long Term Bldg Fund - Funds Remaining  $70,426.21  

The Tools for School program provides students with book bags and supplies for their 
appropriate grade level.  Last year, 113 bags full of supplies for students were given 
out. Items needed include: 
Markers   Dry Erase Markers 
Glue Sticks   3 Prong Folders 
Binders   HS Book Bags 
MS Book Bags  Loose Leaf Paper.....No Spiral paper  
 
Collection will continue through Labor Day.  A collection box will 

be located in the narthex.  
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Evening Book Club News 

The evening book club will gather on August 22nd for a potluck supper and book discussion. 

The location is Walnut Woods Metro Park, 6723 Lithopolis Road, Groveport, Ohio  43125—

starting at 6:00 p.m. The book for this month is Bossypants by Tina Fey. 

From the Amazon Books website:  “Before Liz Lemon”,  before 

"Weekend Update," before "Sarah Palin," Tina Fey was just a 

young girl with a dream: a recurring stress dream that she was 

being chased through a local airport by her   middle-school 

gym teacher. She also had a dream that one day she would be 

a comedian on TV. 

 

She has seen both these dreams come true. At last, Tina Fey's 

story can be told. From her youthful days as a vicious nerd to 

her tour of duty on Saturday Night Live; from her passionately 

halfhearted pursuit of physical beauty to her life as a  mother 

eating things off the floor; from her one-sided college romance 

to her nearly fatal honeymoon -- from the beginning of this 

paragraph to this final sentence. 

 

Tina Fey reveals all –and proves what we've all suspected: 

you're no one until someone calls you bossy! “ 

Evening Book Club 

The Daytime Book Club will meet on Thursday, August 9 at 1p.m. in the 
Chapel at David Lutheran Church.  We will be discussing the book "Small 
Great Things" by Jodi Picoult.  "Jodi Picoult's "Small Great Things" is 
about racism, choice, fear, and hope.  The novel is based on the true 
story of a labor and delivery nurse who was prohibited from caring for a 
newborn because the father requested that no African-American nurses 
tend to his baby.  In the fictional version, Ruth, the African-American 
nurse in question, finds herself on trial for events related to the same 
request made by a white supremacist father.  Using the narratives of 
Ruth, the baby's father, and the female public defender who takes 
Ruth's case, Picoult examines multiple facets of racism.  The topic of race in America is  
difficult to talk about, but in an honest and revealing way Picoult allows readers to draw 
their own conclusions about how we see ourselves and others in the world.  Small Great 
Things is an important and thought-provoking novel about power and prejudice that  
deserves to be read, digested, and shared with others." 
 
In September we will be discussing the book "Little Fires Everywhere" by Celeste Ng. 

Daytime Book Club 


