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At the end of 
July, I head to 
Minneapolis to 
attend Luther 
Seminary’s 

“Faithful Innovation Summit” to learn about ways 
churches are responding to our changing culture.   
 

Last year, the Innovation Team from Luther  
Seminary visited church leaders across the  
country to listen to local pastors, lay leaders and 
synod staff.  Together they toured congregations, 
ministry sites and neighborhoods to see firsthand 
what’s happening in the church in rural, urban 
and suburban settings. 
 

A clear picture emerged of seven key themes that 
churches and their leaders must learn to address 
in order to thrive in the 21st century. 
 

Deepened Christian Identity & Practice – In 
a culture in which Christian faith is no 
longer assumed, congregations need a 
Christ-centered identity, embodied in a 
life of discipleship and nourished by  

 spiritual practice.  Said Michael Binder, 
Ph.D., faculty member in Congregational 
Mission and Leadership, “In our work, 
it’s becoming clear that in vibrant  

 congregations there’s a sense of deep 
connection with God and neighbor that 
leads to a willingness to grow spiritually 
and risk changing.  Where church  

 affiliation is about social, cultural, or 
political affinity, there’s a lack of  

 urgency.” 
Cultivate Community – Congregations must 

learn how to meet people where they 
are and enter into intentional practices 
of mutual listening, relationship-building 
and reconciliation. 

 

Innovate Faithfully – Congregations need a 
vibrant spiritual and theological purpose 
that frees them to experiment. 

Improve Administrative Leadership –  
 Leaders need to be trained in  
 organizational leadership, management 

and administration for a 21st century 
world. 

Shift Ministry Models – As church  
 participation declines, churches are  
 experimenting with new models and 

sources of income.  This includes starting 
entrepreneurial ways of financing  

 ministry. 
Equipping the Saints – Effective  
 congregations focus on multiplying lay 

leaders, not for committee work, but for 
front-line ministry in the church and the 
world. 

Connect with Diverse Neighbors – 10 AM on 
Sunday is still among the most  

 segregated times of the week.   
 Congregations need a commitment to 

intercultural competency of mutual  
 welcome. 

 

These are themes I look forward to learning 
about and sharing with you upon my return!   
 

Living with you in the summertime of God’s 
Amazing Grace, 
 
Pastor Leslie 

A Letter From 

The Pastor 
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NOTES OF THANKS 
Over 70 children from 8 churches 

learned about God’s love on our 

“Journey to Mars and Beyond” at our 

community Vacation Bible School, 

hosted by our church in July.  Twenty 

leaders and teen guides delighted 

our children with bible stories, games, 

crafts and music. A special thanks to 

Alison Stagg for debriefing last year’s 

VBS and providing this year’s  

orientation!   
 

Our ‘Suits For Heroes’ Logistics Team 

planned ahead for this three day 

event.  We’re grateful to Madel 
O’Neil, Karen Boyer, Liz Plummer, Jeff 

Miller, Doug Snyder, Molly Sibrik, Lisa 

& David Schacht, and Ashley  

Stahurski for their thoughtful input.  A 

host of volunteers worked in advance 

prepping suits, sport coats and dress 

shirts for display, to be ready for our 

military servicemen. 
 

Kenny & Penny Babbert drove to 

Georgia to pick up our new  

concession trailer, which was put to 

use upon their return for our July 5th 

Fireworks Outreach Event.  We gave 

away popcorn and sold cold drinks 

to the 100 or so community members, 

friends and church members who 

came out to enjoy the evening.   
 

Bill Dobda & Molly Sibrik with Pastor 

Leslie hosted an appreciation 

 luncheon for our crew of THIRTY  

USHERS last month!  Bill and Molly 

worked up a draft listing all that our 

ushers do to make worship run 

smoothly each Sunday morning.  So 

ushers, thanks for the ‘front line’  

hospitality you provide weekly!   
 

Thanks to those of you who ordered 

our yellow “God’s Work, Our Hands”  

t-shirts.  We invite everyone to wear 

these when working our corn booth 

at our two summer outreach events.  

We’re grateful for those who’ve 

signed up to serve during July’s Jazz 

& Ribfest:  Madel O’Neil, Michaela 
Drury, Maria Wachholz, Ted and Ellen 

Plante, Alison and Ryan Stagg, Molly 

Sibrik, Liz Plummer, Roger Graves, 

Robin Hummel, Pam Allen, Julie  

Crissinger, Angela Armstrong,  

Hannah Henry, Robin Morgan and 

Rick Wetherill, Dave and Leah  

Fearing, Christian and Brynn Hoffman, 

Claire Packer, Jill Henry, and Jeff  

Miller. 
 

Phil Unger trimmed our hedges and 

sent the weeds on our playground to 

‘weed heaven…’  Bob McFerin has 

faithfully changed our outdoor sign in 

all kinds of weather conditions… The 

Schacht family and Doug Snyder set 

up a sturdy framework to display 

clothing for our Suits for Heroes 

Event… Ray & Nancy Stagg have  

donated two fryers and a petroleum 

tank for the benefit of our corn 

booth… our gratitude to Dave 

Wynkoop for filling these tanks with 

fuel…and a HUGE shout out goes to 

David & Lisa Schacht for donating 

fresh sweet corn from their farm to 

supply our summer outreach events!!! 

“I have not 

stopped  

giving 

thanks  

for you,  

remembering  

you in my 

prayers” 
 

Ephesians 1:16 



Book Clubs  

The next gathering of the Evening 

Book Club will be on Tuesday,  

August 27th at 6:30pm. The meeting 

will be at Walnut Woods Park, 6723  

Lithopolis Rd. Groveport, 43125. 

Please bring a plate, table service 

and drink, plus a favorite dish to 

share. Feel free to bring along your 

bibliophile friends! New members 

are always encouraged to attend. 

You can call Gail Heffner - Charles 

(614-832-7223) with any questions 

you may have.  

The August book selection is  

Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister by 

Gregory Maguire. From the  

GoodReads website: “We have all 

heard the story of Cinderella, the 

beautiful child cast out to slave 

among the ashes. But what of her 

stepsisters, the homely pair exiled to 

ignominy by the fame of their lovely 

sibling? What fate befell those  

untouched by beauty… and exactly 

what curses accompanied  

Cinderella’s good looks? Set against 

the colorful backdrop of  

seventeenth - century Holland,  

Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister tells 

the story of Iris, an unlikely heroine 

who finds herself swept from the  

lowly streets of Haarlem to a strange 

world of wealth, artifice, and  

ambition. Iris’s path quickly becomes 

intertwined with that of Clara, the 

mysterious and unnaturally beautiful 

girl destined to become her sister. 

While Clara retreats to the cinders of 

the family hearth, Iris seeks out the 

shadowy secrets of her new  

household - and the treacherous 

truth of her former life.” 

You’ve heard or seen one side of 

the story, now is your chance to 

read the other side.  

The Daytime Book Club will meet on 

Thursday, August 8th at 1pm in the 

Chapel at David Lutheran. We will 

be discussing the book, Eleanor  

Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail 

Honeyman.  Per the GoodReads 

website: “ No one’s ever told Eleanor 

that life should be better than fine. 

Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles 

with appropriate social skills and 

tends to say exactly what she’s 

thinking. Nothing is missing in her 

carefully timetabled life of avoiding 

social interactions, where weekends 

are punctuated by frozen pizza, 

vodka, and phone chats with  

Mummy. But everything changes 

when Eleanor meets Raymond, the 

bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT 

guy from her office. When she and 

Raymond together save Sammy, an 

elderly gentleman who has fallen on 

the sidewalk, the three the kind of 

friends who rescue one another from 

the lives of isolation they have each 

been living. And it is Raymond’s big 

heart that will ultimately help Eleanor 

find the way to repair her own  

profoundly damaged one. Soon to 

be a major motion picture  

produced by Reese Witherspoon, 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine  

is a smart, warm, and uplifting story 

of an out - of - the - ordinary heroine 

whose deadpan weirdness and  

unconscious wit make for an  

irresistible journey as she realizes… 

the only way to survive is to open 

your heart.” 

We encourage anyone who would 

like to join us to do so! In September, 

we will be reading Educated by Tara 

Westover. 
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Congregational Life  

We had a successful weekend at the Canal  

Winchester Blues and Rib Festival. Thank you to all of the 

volunteers, who either shucked the corn or worked at the 

booth. There is still opportunities to volunteer! Towards the 

end of July or early August, be on the look out for the 

sign up sheet for the Canal Winchester Labor Day  

Festival, which will be August 31-Sept 2.  
 

The Lutheran Boomers/Boomerette Group will be having 

a Game Night on August 10th at David and Lisa 

Schacht’s home (5950 Shannon Rd.) beginning at 7pm. 

Members of the group can participate in Yard Game 

Tournaments in Corn hole, ladder ball, and other outdoor 

games. Snacks and drinks will be provided, you are just 

asked to bring your competitive spirit!  
 

Rebekah Circle is continuing to collect NEW unopened 

boxes of soap. This collection will continue until  

September. Your donation will be used to complete 

health kits received by refugees and storm survivors.  

Volunteers are needed for multiple events! The best way 

to make the love of Christ known, is to spend time with 

the community.  
 

We have “Suits for Heroes”, beginning August 2nd and 

running through the 4th. We are still looking for volunteers 

to be suit shepherds for our guests. You can sign up 

online at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B054DA4AC2FA4FE3-suits2. If you are unable to 

make these dates, we are accepting donations of  

cookies for our hospitality area, as well as, fans to help 

cool the fellowship hall down. If you plan to donate 

cookies or loan a fan, please contact the office at 

614.837.7041 to let Ashley know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
 Have you ever wondered where or how your  

donations were being used? We are going to make a 

major effort to show you! We will be updating a bulletin 

board with information about the ELCA, as well as, 

providing stories about how your donations have 

 impacted someone’s life. This month we are sharing a 

story from the Lutheran Disaster Response. This program 

brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people 

whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the  

United States and around the world. When the dust  

settles and the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster  

Response stays to provide ongoing assistance to those in 

need. 
 

Dennis’s Story: Lutheran Disaster Response 
Dennis, a 72-year-old retired Marine, lives in St. Croix, U.S. 

Virgin Islands, where Hurricane Maria struck in 2017  

causing widespread destruction, power outage and loss 

of cell reception and access to resources. The morning 

after the hurricane, Dennis went to check on his house. 

“When I looked up, half the roof was gone,” Dennis said. 

“And then the rains started to fall. For weeks.” Because of 

the holes in his roof, the interior of Dennis’ home saw  

significant water damage. Back in his home after staying 

with relatives, Dennis met an employee of the Lutheran 

Social Services of the Virgin Islands (LSSVI) disaster  

response team. He told the employee about the  

damage to his home, and soon after, staff members 

came for a visit. “I was hoping to get help from FEMA. I 

wasn’t expecting the Lutherans,” Dennis said. Now,  

Dennis is getting help to rebuild his home and his life 

thanks to your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response and 

LSSVI. “The house isn’t done, but how it looks now is  

beyond my wildest expectations,” he said. “I can’t  

imagine what it will look like when it’s finished. “I  

appreciate what you all have done for me. I give thanks 

to God for sending you all here.” Lutheran Disaster  

Response has been working to provide relief and  

recovery to survivors of hurricanes Harvey, Maria and  

Irma, and will continue for years to come. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA4AC2FA4FE3-suits2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA4AC2FA4FE3-suits2


Youth and Family 
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On Sunday July 21st, we had our first meeting of 

Faith Builders (PreK to 2nd Grade). During our time 

together we talked about planting seeds of  

lifelong faith. Our August meeting will be coordi-

nated with children’s choir. This group is for both 

parents and their children to learn faith building  

practices. 
 

August 3rd from 6:30 to 8pm High School  

Reflections will meet at Olive Branch. Please bring 

a lawn chair and come worship with us! On  

August 13th, the group will meet at the Canal 

Winchester Panera Bread from 6:30 to 8pm for 

sharing and growing.  
 

We will be sorting caps for our bench project on 

Sunday, August 11th from 5 to 7pm at David  

Lutheran. Pizza and music will be shared as we 

make our bench a reality! 
 

Middle School/High School Group is planning a 

Kings Island trip! This is for kids in grades 6th-12th. If 

we can gain enough interest (15 people), we will 

make the trip to KI towards the end of August 

(possible dates are the 16th or 23rd). The cost is 

about $40.00 per person. If you are interested in 

joining, please let Ryan know. Date will be picked 

after interest has been expressed. We will also 

need parent chaperons/drivers. 
 

Young Adult and Families group is gathering at 

the Hoffman Farm (8440 Justus Rd. Stoutsville, OH 

43154) on August 17th from 6 to 7:30pm. Please 

bring your family and join us for fellowship and 

fun! 

On August 18th, at 11 am, we invite youth and 

families of all ages to come and help plan our 

calendar! We will be adding fun and service 

events for the upcoming school year. We will look 

at mission trip sites for next summer, and discuss 

fundraising initiatives. Please come join us for 

some food and help us plan our shared ministry! 
 

Discipleship Corner - Stillness 

Many activities have already restarted, but  

before we head back to school take some time 

to be still with God. This can take many different 

forms from some quiet time at home to a walk 

through the park. We need this quiet time with 

God to refill our spiritual wells, so that we overflow 

with the abundance God provides! Seek God in 

the stillness and you will find Him!  
 

Story Corner - Community VBS 

David Lutheran’s volunteers came together to 

help share the love of Jesus with our community 

through VBS. We had a wonderful time growing in 

faith, making crafts, playing games and singing 

songs together! Thank you to our many volunteers  

and donors who made Community VBS a reality! 
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Peter Totten is a loving  

husband and father to his 

wife, Keara and little  

adorable daughter, Victoria.  

Since 2015 he’s worked at 

Nationwide Children’s  

Hospital, serving presently as 

a Security Systems  

Technician.  This passion for 

assuring safety and security 

was born years ago in a 

youngster who wondered 

what it would take to  

become a soldier.  At age 

17, Peter decided to find out. 
 

While Peter had taken martial arts  

during middle school, he’d never had 

the opportunity to join in organized 

sports nor had he ever tackled distance 

running. “The army recruitment office 

told me to come back when I could run 

two miles. I walked across the hall to the  

Marines.  When I told the recruiter I’d 

never run before, he gave me a booklet 

filled with a daily workout schedule, he 

met with me monthly to check on my 

progress and even ran with me.”   
 

With this kind of coaching and his  

determination, Peter was well prepared 

in November of 2006 for Marine Boot 

Camp at Paris Island, South Carolina.  

Marine Combat Training followed at the 

School of Infantry at Camp Geiger, 

North Carolina, with his Tank School 

training completed in Fort Knox,  

Kentucky.  Peter was assigned to the 1st 

Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division in 

Twenty-Nine Palms, California, a place 

far into the desert where temperatures 

soared to 120 degrees.  In October of 

2008 he served a tour of duty in Iraq for 

7 months.  After completing his four year 

commitment at the end of 2010, Peter 

joined the Marine Corp Reserve.   

Serving as a Small Arms Repair  

Technician at a unit in Cincinnati, he 

was honorably discharged with the rank 

of Sergeant in 2014.   
 

What did he appreciate about this  

experience of military service?  “Being 

given the responsibility for operating a 

tank; being part of a professional team 

than was mission oriented.”  
 

While pursuing his military career, at the 

same time Peter pursued several other 

life goals with diligent persistence.   

He met and courted his wife, obtained 

a college degree in Human Resource 

Management from Franklin University, 

and deepened his relationship with 

God.   
 

He and Keara met through a mutual 

friend, Alena, an army captain who 

urged Peter saying, “You have to meet 

my best friend; she’s just like you!”  The 

two got to know each other first as 

friends, communicating long distance 

by messaging and talking by phone.  

Next came a long distance courtship, 

as romance grew, Peter wrote from Iraq 

to ask Keara’s dad’s permission, then 

found the perfect moment on a  

dinner cruise ship, surprising her with a 

marriage proposal.  They were wed on 

October 23, 2010: mission  

accomplished! 
 

Even as Peter’s love for his family has 

grown, so has his life in Christ as well.  

Baptized as an infant in the Catholic 

tradition, he attended church  

infrequently.  Drawn as he was to the 

scriptures as a teen, he found reading 

the Bible to be confusing.   

Conversations with Keara and later with 

Betty, an Episcopalian deacon helped 

him understand how Jesus fit into God’s 

plan for loving and redeeming the 

world.  He chose to be anointed as a 

way of saying ‘yes’ to God’s baptism.  It 

was this ritual in which he affirmed his 

faith in Jesus as his Lord and Savior, that  

Peter holds as a treasured lifetime 

memory.  “This is when I became a 

Christian,” says Peter. Named as a Child 

of God, this marine husband, father and 

worker is one whom we are delighted to 

welcome and claim as a brother in 

Christ at David Lutheran Church! 



August 2019 Calendar of Events 
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Thursday August 1st 
10:30 am  CW Chorale 
 

Friday August 2nd 
10:00 am  Suits for Heroes 
 

Saturday August 3rd 
9:00 am   Sew Happy 

10:00 am  Suits for Heroes 
 

Sunday August 4th 
8:00 am  Worship 

9:45 am  Sunday School 

10:00 am  Suits for Heroes 

10:00 am  Worship 
 

Monday August 5th 
6:30 pm  Worship and Music Team 
 

Tuesday August 6th 
 

Wednesday August 7th 
9:00 am   Quilters 
 

Thursday August 8th 
10:30 am  CW Chorale 

1:00 pm  Daytime Book Club 
 

Friday August 9th 
 

Saturday August 10th 
4:00 am   Outside Group - Shelter house 

6:30 pm  Boomer/Boomerette Group 
 

Sunday August 11th 
8:00 am  Worship 

9:45 am  Sunday School 

10:00 am  Worship 

3:00 pm  Scouts 
 

Monday August 12th 
 

Tuesday August 13th 
7:00 pm  Preschool Ministry Team 
 

Wednesday August 14th 
9:00 am  Quilters 

6:30 pm  Relay for Life 
 

Thursday August 15th 
10:30 am  CW Chorale 

6:00 pm  Finance Committee 

6:30 pm  Stephen Ministry 

7:00 pm  Executive Committee 
 

Friday August 16th 
 

Saturday August 17th  
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday August 18th 
8:00 am  Worship 

9:45 am  Sunday School 

10:00 am  Worship 
 

Monday August 19th 
7:00 pm  Council 
 

Tuesday August 20th 
11:00 am  Rebekah Circle 
 

Wednesday August 21st 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 

Thursday August 22nd 
10:30 am  CW Chorale 
 

Friday August 23rd 
 

Saturday August 24th 
 

Sunday August 25th 
8:00 am  Worship 

9:45 am  Sunday School 

10:00 am  Worship 

3:00 pm  Scouts 
 

Monday August 26th 
 

Tuesday August 27th 
6:30 pm  Evening Book Club 
 

Wednesday August 28th 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 

Thursday August 29th 
10:30 am  CW Chorale 
 

Friday August 30th 
Outside Group Event Set up 
 

Saturday August 31st 
Outside Group Event 



Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

8/4 - Val and Bob Hoffman 

8/6 - Nancy and Brad Fagrell 

8/6 - Jodi and Jack Chapman 

8/8 - Gail and Jose Charles 

8/21 - Stephanie and Alex Alonzo 

8/23 - Liz and Don Plummer 

8/24 - Marlene and Jim Bruning 

8/24 - Crissy and Steve Hulet 

8/26 - Kathy and Jim Schwarz 

8/28 - Donna and Doug Leitwein 

8/1 - Andrew Maksim © 

8/2 - David Glauner 

8/5 - Brent Palsgrove 

8/5 - Kaylee Cordts © 

8/9 - Pam Kinsel  

8/10 - Mary Ann Harden 

8/10 - Liz Plummer 

8/12 - Barbara Huston 

8/12 - Melissa Schirr 

8/12 - Anna Kolonchuk 

8/13 - Bryce Palsgrove 

8/14 - Nancy Schirm Wright 

8/16 - Margaret Long 

8/19 - Megan Arata 

8/20 - Jack Van Reeth 

8/21 - Suzanne Abram 

8/22 - Carolyn Zwayer 

8/23 - Larry Moody Jr. 

8/24 - Bob Hoffman 

8/25 - Violet Thrasher © 

8/25 - Zoe Thrasher © 

8/26 - Kenneth Mills 

8/26 - Keara Totten 

8/28 - Lucas Schirr 

8/28 - Howard McFerin © 

8/29 - Geoffrey Combs 

8/29 - Shannon Campbell 

8/30 - Audrey Hoops © 

8/31 - Ellen Plante 

8/31 - Ellie Maksim © 

David Evangelical Lutheran Church 

300 Groveport Rd. 

Canal Winchester, OH 43110 


