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Annual 
 Meeting Notice 

 
Mark your calendars for 
our single service at 9:45 

AM on Sunday,  
January 20th.  Afterwards 
we’ll celebrate the past 

year in ministry together, 
review our “Spending Plan 
for Mission & Ministry for 

2019,” and elect new 
council members for 

service. 

Our Interim Journey 

This December’s season of Advent is a time of waiting, of preparation 
and hope in many ways for us as the family of faith at David Lutheran 
Church.  Not only are we waiting and watching for the coming of our  
Savior, we are also preparing this month, for the next chapter in our  
congregation’s shared life and ministry.  This is a hopeful, exciting time to 
be together! 

 

Our Transition Team Report was made available for our members on 
Sunday, December 2nd.  Additional hard copies are available from the 
church office, or you can call to request an emailed copy at 614. 
837.7041.  The report includes up to date information about our  
community’s demographics and trends.  Plus we learned much from our  
interviews with leaders of our neighboring churches about the needs 
they are seeking to address of those living in our area.  We’re grateful for 
their participation and will be sharing with our partnering churches much 
of our Transition Team’s report.  

 

The next step in our Interim journey is the most important one of all.  
Every member and friend of our church family is invited to participate.  
First, our Transition Team members ask you to read the report carefully 
in order to ponder the opportunities we have together to bring greater 
health to our community.  Second, you are invited to meet with our 
Transition Team members to ask questions, discuss the report and  
provide your own insights about the changes and challenges you see in 
our community. 

 

In order to receive your input, four Listening Post sessions, 30 to 45 
minutes in length will be offered on consecutive Sundays this month.  On 
December 9th and 16th, we will hold two worship services instead of 
three.  Transition Team members will be available in the chapel and  
conference room to meet with members at 9:15am and 10:45am. 
And yes, of course, refreshments will be available!   
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Reflections - 9th-12th Grade 

What one of our Families has to say: 

Young Adults and Families Gathering 

Discipleship Corner 

Youth and Family Ministry 

On Dec. 12th from 6:30-8pm we will gather at the Stagg’s House (5431 Dungarven St. CW 
43110). We will share a meal and talk about prayer together. We will also have a small gift 
exchange ($5 or less) and we invite you to come in your PJ pants. We hope you can join us. 

On Saturday Dec. 15th at 5pm the young adult and families group will gather at the 
Thornton’s house (6711 John Dr. CW 43110). We will share food and fellowship, we hope 
you can join us. 

This time of year families will be gathering to celebrate the holidays with one another. 
Families are not perfect and perfect families don’t exist. This is because families are made 
up of individuals and we all have our own baggage. Despite the mess that our families can 
be it is also beautiful when we choose to do life together and gather in the midst of our 
differences and our complicated relationships. This Christmas season try to see your family 
in a new light, see it as a beautiful mess that God has gifted to each one of us. If we can be 
honest about the imperfections in our family, we can be more forgiving and accepting of 
the things we wish were different. Together let us remember that God loves us so much he 
sent His son to show us His love!  

Q:Why does your family choose to be a part of David Lutheran?  
A: We feel like we belong. There is a sense of the true meaning of church family. There 
seems to be a group for everyone at David Lutheran. There are lots of opportunities to 
connect with fellow Christian parents for me and my husband and lots of kids to connect 
to for my kids. David Lutheran has great youth programs and we like the contemporary 
music.  *Lightly edited for clarity 

Caroling to Shut In’s - Family Event 

On Sunday Dec. 16th at 2pm your whole family is invited to meet at David Lutheran 
and carol with us to our shut ins. We invite you to wear a festive Christmas hat or 
sweater as we share Christmas cheer and God’s love this holiday season.  

Story Corner 

I received an email from a parent last week that told me some encouraging news. Two 
youth who attended our last Reflections for high schoolers were encouraging their friends 
in the car to come to the next one. They enjoyed that we talk about faith, Jesus and also 
Spanish class. There is power when we come together to share our burdens and find hope 
in God’s message of love. 
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Bottle Cap Bench 

Please join us for a holiday celebration at our annual ladies Christmas tea on December 9th 
from 1:00-3:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Gather with family, friends, and neighbors as we sip 
tea and hot chocolate and eat Christmas cookies while enjoying a performance from the  
Pickerington Central Chorale. We need hostesses who will bring table linens, tea cups, dessert 
plates, a serving plate, and tea pot along with some festive decor for your table. We also need 
cookie, tea, and hot chocolate donations. Sign-ups to host, attend or donate are on the office 
window! If you have questions, please let Brynn Hoffman know: 740-243-9650. 

 

 

December Worship 

Advent 1 ~ December 2nd 

3 Services: Worship at 8, 9:45 & 11Am 

Transition Team Report available 

 

Advent 2 ~ December 9 

2 Services: Worship at 8Am & 9:45Am 

No 11 Am service 

Refreshments & Listening Posts for Member Feedback: 

9:15Am & 10:45 Am 

 

Advent 3 ~ December 16 

2 Services: Worship at 8Am & 9:45Am 

No 11 Am service 

Refreshments & Listening Posts for Member Feedback: 9:15 Am & 10:45Am 

 

Advent 4 ~ December 23 

1 Service: Worship at 9:45 Am 

Musical & Holy Communion:  

The Glory of Christmas 

 

Christmas Eve ~ December 24 

2 Services:  Candlelight & Communion 

4 Pm: Family Worship, 

7 Pm: Preservice Music 

7:30 Pm: Traditional Worship 

 

Christmas 1 ~ December 30 

1 Service: 9:45 Am 

Lessons & Carols 

Christmas Afternoon Tea 

Gingerbread Fun 

 at David  Lutheran 
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Continued from page 1... 

We ask that you read the report in advance.  Your feedback will be used to inform our Call 
Committee members as they seek pastoral candidates with the gifts and skills needed for 
our ministry partnership in the coming years.  We would like to learn your thoughts on the 
following questions: 

 

What changes have you noticed/experienced in our community? 
Why to you choose to connect with this church family? 
How would you describe David Lutheran church? 
What do you consider to be our top three assets? 
What would you not want to give up about worship/our church? 
What do we need to do (differently) to respond to the needs of those in our community? 
What’s your dream for us as Christ’s church, here in this place? 

 

You can contribute in several ways:  by attending one or more of the group sessions and  
contributing, either verbally, or by recording your thoughts in writing.  If you’re not able to 
attend one of the four sessions, a written survey will be provided by means of an email re-
quest sent to our mailing list of members.  If you’re not connected via email, simply call the 
church office and we’ll mail you a survey. 

 

It’s Advent… a time of holy contemplation, a time to gather in God’s presence, to seek Holy 
Wisdom for our next adventure of faith. 

 

Walking with you in this Season of Expectation, 
Pastor Leslie 

Coping with Loss During the Holidays 

Know someone grieving the loss of a loved one?  Offer to take them to our Blue Christmas 
Worship Service.  Change and loss can make the holidays especially difficult. This brief, 
meaningful, contemplative service will be hosted by Gender Road Christian Church on  
Sunday, December 9th at 2 PM.  Pastor John Romig, Pastor Leslie and other area clergy will 
lead worshipers in a time to honor the memories of those we hold dear.   
 
 

In Christian Love and Sympathy... 

We hold the family of Louis Miller in our prayers following his passing last month into Life 
Eternal.  Our caring compassion is offered to Jeff & Wendy Miller, Megan, Jason and Oliver 
Arata as they commend to God’s care this loving father, father-in-law and grandfather. 
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Notes of Thanks Notes of Thanks 

Thank you to Pastor Leslie for her visits, for the prayers and expressions care and concern by 
members, and for the congregation’s cards and well wishes during my knee surgery.  God 
has blessed me with a great recovery.  May God bless us all, Bonnie Babbert 

 

Thanks to my team of volunteers, cookie dough orders were sorted in record time last 
month!  Sorters included: Stacia Thornton, Marilyn Keane, Bob McFerin, Sarah Klamfoth, 
and Sandy Douridas.  Also, our staff was grateful to those who donated supplies for our  
parent November Tea Events.  These were well attended and much appreciated as time for 
our preschool parents to visit with one another.  We are grateful to Ryan Stagg for putting  
together a slide show featuring the church’s ministries, including our preschool.  Julie 
Welch, David Lutheran Preschool Director 

 

Our Scholastic Book Sale was a great success thanks to all who made purchases!  A special 
note of thanks to Bob McFerin for his help in set up and hosting our sale for our David 
Lutheran Church members. 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner was provided for our community’s guests, for our local firefighters and 
for the clients at Lutheran Social Services Women’s Shelter in Columbus.  This delicious 
home cooked meal was prepared by Pam Allen, Shannon Campbell, Bob & M.J. Clark, Mol-
ly Sibrik, Stacia Thornton, Robin Morgan, Ray & Nancy Stagg, Michael & Evan Callander, 
Bruce Allen, Jill Hummel and Bob Hoffman.  Set up was accomplished by Rick Wetherill and 
Kenny Babbert.  Server and hosts welcomed our guests: Bob McFerin, Kaylin Babbert-
Callander, Jack and Sally Libby. Linda Heir from our Canal Winchester community donated 
pies.  Our confirmation students delivered flyers at David’s Way with Ryan Stagg.  Deliveries 
were made thanks to Brenda and Jeff Jones, Pam Allen and Molly Sibrik.  The community 
was informed of this event and fed, thanks to the planning and organizing done by Val  
Hoffman.  Thanks to all who helped make this event welcoming for our members and 
guests! 

 

Creative minds and helping hands provided the sanctuary and gathering area decorations, 
bringing Advent’s quiet beauty to our worship space.  Our gratitude goes to:  Rick Wetherill 
& Robin Morgan, Kenny & Penny Babbert, Val Hoffman, Ray & Nancy Stagg, the Mosher 
Family, Dorothy Nolan, Debbie Benton and Molly Sibrik.   
 
 
 
Our Mutual Ministry Team met last month, continuing to read together “Pastor and People: 
Making Mutual Ministry Work.”  Together we learned about the challenges of ministry and 
ways congregations can support and encourage the pastor’s overall health.  Tools include 
taking a Sabbath day, investing time in spiritual direction, offering a sabbatical for spiritual 
and vocational renewal, investing in collegial support groups.  Team members include Nancy 
Schirm-Wright, Barbie Weidner, Gretchen Mills and Pastor Leslie. 
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The Saints Among Us 
Mother and daughter, Shannon and Chanel Campbell were welcomed into the family of 
God in Holy Baptism last month.  The Young Families Small Group celebrated their Rite of 
Baptism as a part of their gathering at church for a meal and bible study.  Welcome  
Shannon and Chanel, Children of God! 

David Lutheran Members Serve… 
Dan Armstrong lives his faith by serving others.  When the opportunity came, Dan, a Regis-
tered Nurse and Army Veteran, deployed to North Carolina to assist with relief efforts after 
Hurricane Florence and the flooding that followed.  Dan located veterans in nearby  
shelters to assure their medical needs were met, then continued to triage the intake of 
veterans and civilians before they were seen in mobile clinical areas.  Thanks Dan, for  
being the hands and feet of Christ! 

Life Celebrations 

 Anniversary 

December 

(9)  David and Kristine Glauner 

(28) Jeff and Barb Bisker 

 

Remember our Shut-Ins 

Joyce Hummel 

Donnis Bayless 

Carl/Ann Zwayer 

Larry Moody 

Shirley Meuser 

Dorothy Hockman 

Marlene Garber 

Ilene Wilder 

 

If you need anyone’s address, call 

the office at 614.837.7041. 
 

Birthday 

December 
(2)  Judy Sell 
(5)  Jeff Nack 
(6)  Phillip Stuebe 
(7)  Jamie Lusher 
(7)  Margaret Whitmer 
(8)  Melissa Mosher 
(9)  Daniel Myers 
(11) Alyssa Kolonchuk 
(14) Celia Alspach 
(15) Leah Fearing 
(16) Rick Haack 
(17) Kacy Hummel 
(18) Connor Sibrik 
(18) Molly Stagg 
(21) Marti Mittler 
(22) Hailey Papaj 
(23) Drew Webb 
(24) Craig Henderson 
(25) Tara Frank 
(28) Andrew Kolonchuk 
(30) Cassidy Hulet 
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Evening Book Club News 

Daytime Book Club 
 
The Daytime Book Club will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 1 p.m. in the Chapel at David 
Lutheran Church.  Each person is to bring a favorite childhood Christmas 
book to share.   
 
In January we will be reading "The Cat That God Sent" by Jim Kraus.  This 
book is about "Jake Wilkerson, a disillusioned young pastor who is an 
expert at hiding his fears, takes on a new assignment at a small rural 
church in Coudersport, Pennsylvania.  It is a far piece from anywhere and 
full of curiously odd and eccentric people, including Emma Grainger, a 
single woman and a veterinarian who dismissed all  
Christians as "those people," and Tassy, a young runaway with a 
 secret.  His first day on the job, however, Jake is adopted by"Petey - a 
cat of unknown origins and breed - but of great perception.  Petey be-
lieves that he is on a mission from God to redeem Jake and bring him 
back to the truth."  

The evening book club will celebrate the holidays with a Christmas Dinner Party on 
Thursday evening, December 27th at Village Wines & Bistro, 10 S. High Street in Canal 
Winchester, beginning at 6:30 p.m. We will order from the menu. There is no select-
ed book for this month, so your eyes can get a rest during the somewhat harried mo-
ments of December activities. So, no worries about finishing a book this time! Just 
come and enjoy the fellowship!  

 

Come in your best holiday sweater—or just in your best holiday mood—ready to en-
joy the delicious food of this very popular local restaurant venue! As usual, all biblio-
philes are welcome to join us!  

If you love to plan ahead, in January we will be reading 
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover and February’s 
book is Midnight Blue by Simone van der Vlugt. These 
books could be added to your Christmas wish list!  

Evening Book Club News 
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December 2018 Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday Worship @ 8:00 am, 9:45, and 11:00 am 
Sunday School @ 9:30 am 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship @ 9:00 am 

Saturday, December 1 
9:00 am Property Team Cleanup 
3:30 pm Mini Advent Festival 

 

Sunday, December 2 
1 Advent 
10:45 am Children’s Choir 
12:00 pm Girl Scouts 
5:00 pm Scouts 
6:00 pm Confirmation 

 

Monday, December 3 
7:00 pm Dartball 
 

Tuesday, December 4 
6:00 pm Handbells 
7:00 pm Choir 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
9:00 am Quilters 
4:00 pm Mutual Ministry Team 
 

Thursday, December 6 
 

Friday, December 7 
 

Saturday, December 8 
8:00 am Fellowship Hall Reserved 

 

Sunday, December 9 
2 Advent 
10:45 am Children’s Choir 
1:00 am Christmas Tea 
5:00 pm Scouts 
 

Monday, December 10 
6:00 pm Finance Committee 
7:00 pm Executive Council 
7:00 pm Dartball 
 

Tuesday, December 11 
11:00 am Rebekah Circle 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
6:00 pm Handbells 
7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm PMT 
 

Wednesday, December 12 
9:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am Forever Young 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, December 13 
8:00 am Fellowship Hall/Kitchen Reserved 
1:00 pm Daytime Book Club 
 

Friday, December 14 
 

Saturday, December 15 
12:00 pm Preschool Christmas Program 
 

Sunday, December 16 
3 Advent 
10:45 am Children’s Choir 
2:00 pm Christmas Caroling (Family Event) 
5:00 pm Scouts 
 

Monday, December 17 
7:00 pm Council 
7:00 pm Dartball 
 

Tuesday, December 18 
6:00 pm Handbells 
7:00 pm Choir 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
9:00 am Quilters 
 

Thursday, December 20 
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
 

Friday, December 21 
Saturday, December 22 
 

Sunday, December 23 
4 Advent 
9:45 am Christmas Musical 
10:45 am Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Scouts 

Monday, December 24 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
7:00 pm Pre-service Music 
7:30 pm Christmas Eve Service 
 

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
Thursday, December 27 
Friday, December 28 
Saturday, December 29 
 
Sunday, December 30 
1 Christmas 
9:45 Lessons and Carols 
 
 
 


