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Answering Love’s Call 
 
So… does Jesus ever make you uncomfortable? 
 
Today’s scriptures tell us two different stories of God’s uncomfortable activity. Young Jeremiah 
reluctantly answers God’s call to the task of prophecy.  His was a ministry of “plucking up, pulling 
down, before building and planting” could be accomplished.  When Jesus speaks prophetically, his 
message is definitely not well-received in his own hometown.  But paradoxically, the basis for God’s 
uncomfortable activity in our lives in our world – is love.  God loves us enough to make us 
uncomfortable, because sometimes, - okay – quite often -  it’s only when we’re uncomfortable that 
we’re challenged to grow. 
 
Here in this season after the Epiphany, we’re continuing to explore the many ways God’s hidden self is 
revealed in ways that take us by surprise.  Listen to the dictionary definition of an epiphany: a sudden, 
intuitive perception into the reality or essential meaning of something – usually initiated by some 
simple or commonplace occurrence or experience.  
 
In each of the gospels we have stories about times Jesus surprised people.  For some he offered a new 
way of seeing God. He gave others insight about themselves by questioning their cultural assumptions.  
He had this way of changing people’s perception of reality, of stripping away the superficial to get 
down to the essentials.  With each epiphany, people were thrown off kilter, temporarily dis-oriented 
until this epiphany could take hold in a re-orientation to a new reality – a God reality, based on love.  
Isn’t that true for us as well?  The introduction of a new truth in our lives knocks us out of our old 
familiar comfort zones.   
 
What we need, Jesus told Nicodemus, is a new birth – not just a commitment to being better or trying 
harder.  Human beings need a new beginning.  To the woman of Samaria, he recommended new 
water, the kind that would satisfy her deepest thirst.  For the rich young ruler, Jesus commanded a 
whole new set of values, which the man admired, but was reluctant to embrace.   Jesus revealed to 
Zacchaeus the poverty of his character, even as he showed him acceptance and love over lunch.  The 
result?  This tax collector ended up joyfully righting his economic wrongs in ways that reconnected him 
to his community.   
 
But we also know that when Jesus revealed the hypocrisies of the scribes and Pharisees, they began 
seeking ways to discredit and destroy him.1  Such is the nature of the task of delivering a message of 
epiphany. Creatures like us, gifted with free will, may choose either to thank – or to shoot the 
messenger.   
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Today we hear part two of the story of Jesus’ return to his hometown, the trip that inspired the scrap 
of folk wisdom captured in the saying: “You can’t go home again.”  Jesus has been teaching and healing 
people in the region of the Galilee, in towns where Gentiles and Jews live together, or near one 
another. His arrival in Nazareth brings a buzz of excitement.  A new level of pride is stirred when he 
reads so beautifully and well from the scroll of Isaiah, when he announces the fulfillment of long-
awaited national hopes, when he teaches with gracious words.  But what happens that he becomes so 
uncomfortably provocative?  
 
It helps to remember that we don’t have the whole sermon, we don’t know what questions his 
listeners asked or how they asked these.  We only have some of his answers recorded in this story.  It 
also helps to consider the cultural context.  In the Mediterranean world of antiquity, everyone had a 
proper place established by birth.  Everyone was expected to carry on the station in life of their parents 
as a way of safeguarding the family’s honor.   
 
Jesus is controversial because he’s no longer carrying on his father’s trade in carpentry. Instead he 
prefers teaching, and recently it’s learned, healing has been added to his resume.  A cultural rule was 
“to look after your family first.”  So, reading his listeners’ minds, he rightly speculates at their offense 
taken by healing he’s done in Capernaum instead of beginning in Nazareth.  Directing healing outside 
of his hometown, especially one filled with blood relatives, would’ve been a transgression of family 
honor.2 So the crowd, having heard of his fine reputation, amazed at his gracious speech, are 
ambivalent about his success.    
 
As it turns out, Jesus’ speech was gracious – even more gracious than they could stand!  We don’t 
know what was said that caused Jesus to remind them of a time of suffering when the land was cursed 
with drought, that God used the prophet Elijah to bless a starving, foreign widow.  Or of another time 
when God bypassed their own country’s suffering lepers to graciously heal an outsider, a Syrian 
general. 
 
The people had been waiting for the day of Jubilee, the Day of the Lord when debts would be canceled, 
slaves released, and land returned to its original owners. Given their past Egyptian bondage, 
Babylonian exile and now Roman occupation with burdensome taxes, they were quite frankly, looking 
for the “Day of Vengeance” – the line from Isaiah that they noticed Jesus left out of his reading.  They 
wanted to hear about their enemies being given the punishment they had coming to them!  Instead, 
they’re given news that God’s love is for everyone, everywhere.  When Jesus reveals that the Gentiles 
will be included to receive the blessings of the Lord’s favor – it’s not a happy epiphany.  This news 
makes them mad enough to throw him over a cliff.  Jesus escapes their wrath, never to return home 
again.  Off he goes, pursuing his mission, loving them… and us… all the way to the cross.   
 
That’s the loving nature of our God.  Over and over, all the days of our lives, God is at work, sending us 
epiphanies to reveal to us our true selves.  Sometimes new insight comes in quiet meditation, 
sometimes it comes through the reading of scripture, sometimes it’s sent through a counselor, a 
friend, or even a stranger.  God is constantly at work to reveal to us, our prejudices towards others, our 
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blind spots, our addictions, our fears that cause us to harm ourselves and wound one another.  The 
truth sets us free, but first - it has this uncomfortable way of killing off what needs to die within us!  
When we learn the truth about ourselves we have to give up trying to be in control, to be perfect, to 
have it all together while trying to make it on our own.   
 
When Jesus tells us the truth, there are parts of us that have to die.  And he goes on to show us in the 
cross and the tomb, what has to happen before the resurrection truth that brings us to new life!  We 
come alive when this Good News is announced:  God loves you so much that God will go to any length, 
even to the point of dying, to redeem your life from all that troubles, torments and causes you shame.   
 
In great love, Jesus gives to us his very own life.  He fills us with the purity and strength of his own 
righteous Spirit.  We learn, in Acts chapter 2, verse 18, that he calls us all to be prophets – people with 
the courage to speak the truth in love to those needing to be set free.  From our Old Testament 
reading for today we learn that the prophetic task consists of two parts.  It was Jeremiah’s task to pluck 
up, pull down, and then to build and to plant.  A prophet uses his or her gift for both truth-telling and 
for encouragement.  
 
Has this ever happened to you?  Maybe you’ve found yourself in a situation at work, in your family, or 
at school, filled with tension and confusion - but you had clarity about what was wrong and needed to 
be made right.   You’re being faithful when you ask God for the courage to name and speak of the 
insight with which you are blessed.  Now Jesus’ experience in his home town of Nazareth shows us it’s 
a reality that not everyone will always see this as a blessing!  Just think about the time your spouse, 
your sibling or your parent surprised you with something you didn’t know about yourself…  Being 
prophetic in your own family takes its own brand of courage! Right? 
 
Faithful prophetic speech illuminates truth, but it also goes on - to edify, encourage and build up;  to 
tend, nurture and create.  True prophets are constructive.  They may be called to knock something 
down, yes - but they’re also called to have something to say about what’s new and life-giving to be 
built in its place.   
 
Our scriptures today remind us that in great love, God calls us to do things we feel inadequate or 
reluctant to do.  It’s Holy Love that strengthens us, gives us courage and the ability to persist.  It’s Love 
that provides us words of truth for a questioning, even hostile world.  Whether we are blessed to 
receive - or to deliver a prophetic message, we remember what the cross of Jesus and his resurrection 
shows - his Love will never fail us.  And God’s Love, revealed to us in His Son, is the last and best Word 
of all.  
 
Let’s lift our hearts in prayer:  Holy God, form us by your great Love into a community that seeks the 
good of our neighbor.  Cultivate in us a curiosity about the needs, hopes and dreams of those near to 
us.  Give us an attitude of humility and a spirit of discernment to hear your prophetic truth.  Fill us with 
courage to bring your vision for righteousness to birth here and now.  May your will be done through 
us, in your Son’s name.  Amen! 
 


