
September 29, 2019 
Pentecost 16C 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7, Psalm 146, 1Tim 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31 
 

Extravagant Generosity 
 
We live in a time when people of all ages, hunger for connection with the holy, with mystery.  They 
hunger for genuine relationships.  They hunger for authenticity, for what Paul in our New Testament 
reading calls “life that really is life.” (1Tim 6:19) 
 
As the world hurtles faster and faster, changing so rapidly around us, where do we find life that really 
is life?  And does the church as we know ourselves to be, have a role to play in this emerging culture 
and time?  Since ancient times, the church calls to us in the mysteries of God’s gifts of Word and 
Sacrament.  And in these gifts we’re given both the mind of Christ and the heart of God.  For hearts 
and minds transformed by God’s Spirit can lend the kind of knowledge the world needs.  It’s God’s gift 
of compassion that gives us the ability to really see one another, in ways deeply connecting. 
 
In our scriptures this week, two of our readings speak of God’s judgment upon us when we fail to see 
one another, when we fail to be generous, when we withhold resources from those in need.  The 
prophet Amos thunders a warning to the rich who collude in systems that oppress the poor. In Luke’s 
gospel, the rich man’s wealth has become an anesthetic.  He can’t see Lazarus at his gate. Even in 
Hades, he sees Lazarus only through his own self-centered needs, asking him to come as a servant to 
bring him water.  Greed creates a terrible alienation from ourselves, others and God.  Greed creates a 
chasm that almost can’t be crossed, except when we’re confronted by the truth that Jesus brings to us 
in judgment.  And God’s judgment is always motivated by God’s passionate love for us.  God’s 
judgment is given for the purpose of calling us to change. 
 
Our New Testament reading balances this judgment by giving us encouragement.  Paul urges the young 
pastor Timothy:  “Tell those who are rich in this world’s wealth to go after God, to do good, to be rich in 
helping others, to be extravagantly generous.” (The Message, 1Tim 6:17)  I love that phrase!  
“Extravagant generosity!”  It’s true that everything we have is given to us by our God.  And Brother 
Paul reminds us that acting as stewards rather than owners, leads to godliness with contentment.  
Good stewardship is the antidote for greed.  In being good stewards, we not only bless the world; we 
find ourselves blessed as well. 
 
This week I have felt so blessed.   
 
I’ve been overwhelmed this week, at the number of images God has brought to mind of this 
extravagantly generous lifestyle visible in the body of Christ that is the church in our world.  In serving 
with you over the past two years, I have been blessed to have been included as a member of this local 
expression of the church - at this congregation known as David Evangelical Lutheran.  I feel this way, 
because this is where, in your midst, I have seen closely and personally how the word ‘generosity’ 
becomes a reality.  



Casting my memory over the recent past, what’s come before me is the joy you shared when my 
grandson Maverick was born, the prayers you offered when he was hospitalized and recovered, the 
care you offered me and my extended family at my father’s passing.   I see in my memory, the faces of 
those we’ve loved together, the gift of the lives of numerous saints we’ve laid to rest in funerals and 
memorial services, the dear souls we have treasured and cherished who have passed from this life to 
the next.  I remember the ways that you as members and friends generously shared your stories and 
memories, bringing healing to those who were grieving.   I’ve thought of those faithful saints in our 
midst who’ve dished out food and comfort, giving from their hearts and their time.  Together we have 
honored the lives of our departed saints in ritual and worship; in hymns and prayers we celebrated the 
greatest gift given by our Savior Jesus - the promise of resurrected life!  I’ve been so blessed to have 
been invited into your homes and your lives, graced to have been with you in at milestone moments of 
weddings, confirmations, and baptisms. 
 
For this, we know is the real life: the one that begins right now in our baptism, the promise of God that 
cradles us all of our lives, and carries us into an unknown but sure and certain future.  This gift of 
eternal life that Jesus gives, inspires all of our giving. 
 
I’ve thought about those of you who’ve written or called - your hearts trembling with concern for 
yourselves, your families, your loved ones – and so you’ve called to ask for the prayers of your church 
family, knowing that there are those in our midst who’ve committed to serve as intercessors. Prayer on 
behalf of one another reflects a generosity of spirit.     
 
Isn’t this what makes life abundantly rich and full for you as a member of this body – to know that 
when life brings adversity, that you can count on your church family to surround and support you, to 
weep when you weep, laugh when you laugh, to hold your hand and lift you in their arms of prayer?   
 
When we see the flowers that brighten our worship space each Sunday morning, it brings us such joy in 
remembering the saints they honor:  today we celebrate with Betty Klamfoth, her birthday, with the 
gift of a long and blessed life.  In weeks past we’ve remembered the life and ministry of our beloved 
Pastor Lawrence.  In coming days, I hope to share my joy with you in a rose for my soon to be born 
granddaughter, just as you have done for one another so many times.  (Please pray for my miserably 
pregnant daughter, Bethany!)  For in this place we have found that sorrows shared serves to lighten 
our burden of grief;  joys shared are doubled.  These relationships, these connections with one another 
as siblings in the love of Christ, these give us the life that really is life.   
 
At this time in our history, as we cope globally with massive migration due to altered weather  
patterns, changing economies, or political turmoil, I’m encouraged by the generosity of our approach 
as the larger church.  Members of the ELCA have a history of wrestling with these and many other 
social issues that impact us all.  As people of this church body, we’ve sought to find ways of doing 
mission together, even as we know that we all won’t be in complete agreement.  (Because we’re 
Lutherans!!!)  Generously, we choose to be tolerant with one another according to individual 
conscience.   
 



There are so many ways that the church surrounds us all with love and care, there are so many ways 
that the Word of scripture inspires us and challenges us.  There are so many images that come to mind.  
I think of the ways we’ve worked together to put healthy systems in place… how you as members have 
come together to serve on church council, to work on mutual ministry, on finances, human resources, 
safety, property, altar guild, youth, our preschool, worship & music.  The strengthening you’ve done by 
choosing to serve in these ways continues to make mission possible so that the love of Christ is shared 
in this community and beyond.  You’ve done well! 
 
Last night Honor Flight Veterans were welcomed home, gifted with 98 beautifully designed quilts, 
lovingly crafted by those of our members who love to sew.  Blankets will be given again this year to 
children and teens in foster care.  In our newsletter you’ll get to read about how many of you 
connected with our community in our summer outreach, making a statement of hope wearing your 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirts, in conversations over sweet corn and bottled water.   
 
This summer our youth grew in faith as they served alongside members of an urban community in 
Harrisburg.  Even now, they’re working on creating a sense of community to invite others to 
experience  - as together they play, study, reflect and serve in Jesus’ name.  Together, you’ll get to do 
the same.  Church exists for the purpose of inviting others to experience the holy quality of life that is 
extravagantly generous and rich in God’s grace. 
 
In just the next two months, God willing, you’ll have the chance to invite a newly called pastor to join 
you in the ministries that have been inspired by your passions:  a Hoe-Down designed for inviting your 
neighbors and our preschool families to enjoy, where they can be welcomed, shown the love of Christ 
through your care… Trunk or Treat led by our youth… meals provided for students of Jacob’s Porch… 
Thanksgiving Dinner that we’ll prepare for our community as well as for homeless women sheltered by 
Lutheran Social Services… and as always, our local food pantry, you continue to supply so that families, 
children and older adults in our community have enough.  These are all ministries you’ve developed 
together, born from a generous spirit.  These are ways I see you continuing to reach out with love, with 
concern and care for others.   
 
For don’t we all dream of a world where every one of God’s children have enough to eat, have health 
care, have safe places to play and grow, and good schools?  Don’t we all long for the day when creation 
and all God’s creatures won’t be harmed by our self-centered abuse of the environment?  For the day 
when there will be peace between peoples and tribes, clan and kin – when war and terror will be a 
distant memory?  We all dream of this day.  And I have been so blessed to have been part of this body 
of Christ at David Lutheran because - this is where I’ve watched you dream God’s dreams in order to 
make these dreams real.  Church is the place we pray, and then put legs on our prayers.   
 
I feel blessed when I put my envelope into the offering plate because I know my gift joins with yours in 
ways that transforms lives.  Have you paused in front of the bulletin board in the hallway?  It’s filled 
with stories, just like the one on the pink insert in your bulletin.  These are so gratifying to read!  I’m 
grateful to be part of this congregation of the ELCA that gives so generously.  When we give, we know 
that part of our offering goes to Lutheran World Relief to care for refugees in earthquake zones, for 
flood victims and farmers in our country’s Midwest.  Mosquito nets in Tanzania improves the health of 



our malaria infected brothers and sisters so they can return to work and support their families.  
Campus ministry is provided for students as they work out issues of vocation and identity at 
Wittenberg, Capital and at Jacob’s Porch on OSU’s campus.  And these are only a few of the ELCA and 
synodical ministries that are supported through our giving.   
 
“Be generous with your lives.”  Brothers and sisters, the church we love is needed, more than ever 
before in days such as these.  We need to be even more hospitable to those who are troubled, even 
more clear about our welcome for all.  We need to be clear about our vision, about our hope for the 
world, grounded in our love for Jesus.  Our scriptures today invite us to consider and wrestle with how 
we might be more generous.  And so I ask you to consider – how you might be even more generous 
with your life, with your time, your talent and your treasure.  I invite you to ask God in prayer to 
enlarge you heart and help you grow in your giving.  
 
May we each be blessed to be extravagantly generous, in ways that changes the world, and 
transforms us into the image of Christ, the One who gave himself - so generously… for us!  Amen 
 


