
Pentecost C  
Acts 2:1-21, John 14: 8-17, 25-27 
June 9, 2019 

Leaning Into the Wind… 
 
Here’s a question for you:  When have you been through a time of change that was thrust upon 
you, a change that you didn’t want, didn’t ask for – and how did it all work out? 
 
Here’s a time when I went through a change that I didn’t want.  At the beginning, my prayers 
consisted of complaining and grousing to God.  You see, I went to high school in a small 
Pennsylvania town.  Every year I applied to take one of those fun electives in art, music or 
woodworking.  And every year I’d be turned down.  Turns out there wasn’t enough funding, so 
only seniors got to take the really fun electives.  Once I figured this out, one summer I took a 
world history course so I could have even more space my senior year for another elective.  At 
the end of 11th grade, I couldn’t wait to fill out my schedule request for senior year.  I only had 
to take two required classes:  English and Algebra.  The rest were all electives.  At the beginning 
of summer vacation, my schedule came in the mail, and it was great!  I was going to take music 
theory, choir, art, journalism and German.  My English teacher had asked me to serve as editor 
of the school newspaper.  I had a great group of friends to hang with my senior year.  I had a 
boyfriend I was convinced was the love of my life.  I’d just gotten my driver’s license – and life 
was great!   
 
Two weeks into summer vacation, my parents broke the bad news.  “We’re being transferred 
by your Dad’s company.  We have to move.  We’re sorry, you’re not going to get to finish your 
senior year at this high school.”  “Whaaat?!!!.... Where’re we going?” I wailed. “At the end of 
the summer we’re moving…. to Australia.” (???) 
 
I went and found the globe.  With Australia being halfway around the world, I realized there 
would be no comin’ back for long weekends!  Now, wouldn’t you agree that this is just about 
the worst thing that could happen to a high schooler…having to move right before your senior 
year???!!!  I was devastated at the change being thrust upon me.  I spent my summer grieving, 
saying goodbye to my boyfriend, goodbye to my close friends, to the house I’d grown up in, to 
my neighborhood.  It was wrenching.  Next, our family began preparing for the move.  Truth be 
told, I didn’t want to do this.  I didn’t want to get ready to move.  But our house was sold, our 
furniture stored.  We met and talked with another family who’d loved living in Australia, and 
while I began to be a little excited, mostly I was worried.  The school system sounded 
completely different, and to top it off, I realized I was going to have to learn to drive all over 
again, on the other side of the road! 
 
Well you know what happened?  My parents and I had a wonderful trip, with stops in San 
Francisco, and Hawaii.  I enrolled in a tremendous school where I made close friends right away. 
It was an old Church of England school with amazing architecture that looked just like 
Hogwarts. I got to study Pottery, Art, Art History, German and Piano.  I loved my English 
Literature class.  The education I received was outstanding compared to my previous high 



school.  I learned so much about world cultures from traveling over the next two years, and 
from going to school with classmates who were from all over Australia, from Malaysia, the 
Philippines, South Africa and Canada.  I got to pet a wallaby.  We saw herds of kangaroo, flocks 
of colorful parrots, laughing kookaburras, and those sleepy Koala bears.  We traveled through 
parts of the outback, through rain forests and the Great Barrier Reef.   
 
Within the interim of four short months, I’d gone from feeling on top of the world, to losing 
everything that was familiar, grieving this loss, being in the pits, hating what was happening to 
my life, then going on to have the most breath taking adventure ever, with a whole new world 
of opportunities to explore! 
 
Change is a reality of living the life that God has gifted to us.  Change is the inevitable 
movement, the ebb and flow of life.  Transition is the process by which we must deal with the 
inevitable changes of life, in the interim.  By the grace of God, transformation is the new design 
that emerges after transition.  Change.  Transition. Transformation.  This is the movement of 
God’s Spirit that urges us forward on our journey of faith.   
 
We see this process at work in our spiritual lives.  God acts to change the horrible consequence 
of our brokeness and sin by offering us forgiveness.  God’s Spirit of transition moves as Jesus 
stretches out his arms on the cross to show you his great love.  Easter’s empty tomb and the 
resurrection sets you and me free, bringing us into the joyful, abundant life that Jesus came to 
give.  God forgives you, loves you and sets you and me free to be a blessing to the broken world 
that God loves so much. 
 
Down through the ages, the people of God have been called to lean into the Holy Wind of 
Change that leads to transformation.  Our ancestors Abraham and Sarah wandered until 
reaching Canaan, wondered at God’s promise of descendants numerous as the stars until the 
surprising birth of Isaac.  Hebrew slaves traveled the wilderness, led by the pillar of fire, blown 
by the Spirit in the transition from Egypt to Promised Land.  In the process they left behind the 
mindset of bondage and oppression, learning to think and act as free people.  It could be said 
that Moses was the first interim pastor to them all, a temporary shepherd until they reached 
Israel.   
 
Passover and Pentecost were Jewish traditions born out of times of transition.  Pentecost was a 
Jewish celebration of the original covenant God made with Israel to be in relationship.  In 
ancient times Yahweh had spoken saying in effect, “I will be your God, and you will be my 
people.  You will be a light to the world, for I will bless you to be a blessing to all people.”   
 
Fifty days after Passover, Pentecost, was celebrated by the nation of Israel to remember this 
promise from God.  Jews from all over the Roman Empire returned for the event.  Jesus, Lamb 
of God, had played his role in the Passover drama, dying and rising to new life.  Fifty days later, 
God’s Spirit is poured out upon Jesus’ followers in a way predicted by the prophet Joel.   
 



Peter and the disciples had been cradled in a tradition and culture that recalled this promise.  
The problem was, God’s people were fixated more on the first part of the promise, seeing 
themselves as the chosen people, set apart from all others.  How was God going to return them 
to the intent of his original promise, to call them apart, in order to send them back into the 
world as a blessing to others?   
 
On the first Pentecost after the Resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon his 
Galilean followers.  The Spirit was so strongly present that it appeared in visible form above 
each one. They begin to preach in many languages so that Jewish tourists from all over the 
world could understand.  Their reaction was bewilderment.  Amazed and astonished, faithful, 
God-fearing, synagogue attending Jewish members asked, “What does this mean?” 
 
Isn’t it true that today, we ask “what does this mean?”  In our rituals of faith we honor the 
changes that happen to us developmentally, baptism celebrates birth, The Rite of Confirmation 
affirms faithful servanthood, marriage brings the opportunity for promise-keeping, funerals 
colors our grief with the assurance of eternal life.  The words within these rituals seek to 
answer our questions of meaning even as the wind of change blows and moves us from one 
stage of life and into another.  We ponder the changes we endure as the people of God: illness, 
death of a spouse, the farewells we say when friends move, the adjustments we make when 
our community changes with new development, when the culture around us makes major 
shifts, or when our pastor departs before the next one arrives.   All the time we wonder, what 
does this mean for us now? For our future? 
 
At Pentecost, Peter becomes the interpreter.  He tells the crowd, this event means that God’s 
Spirit is now fully present to all of us, in ways that it wasn’t before!  And he quotes the prophet 
Joel:  “In the last days God declares, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, young, old, male, 
female, slave and free – God’s Spirit of peace, of power, of wisdom, God’s Spirit of playful 
imagination and creativity is available to all people who call upon the Lord, and to us, today… 
 
What does the celebration of Pentecost mean for you and me gathered here this morning? 
What does it mean for this body of believers at David Lutheran Church who love each other and 
serve our neighbors and in the world?   
 
Just as the Holy Spirit blew the wind of change through a single upper room, setting the 
foundations of ministry for what became the church of Christ, so too that Wind is blowing now 
among us.  
 
The movement of God’s Spirit through change, transition and transformation is what we 
proclaim in the message of the cross, the resurrection and the promise of being blessed to be a 
blessing.  Because of your years of history, this congregation has a powerful story to tell about 
Spirit inspired change that leads to transformation.  David Lutheran is a living example of dying 
and rising to new life. 
 



Now it’s true that transition times receive little enthusiastic applause within the church.  
Transition means struggle.  At its best, transition causes anxiety; at its worst, it causes pain.  We 
want to avoid as much pain and struggle as possible, and yet - God consistently allows us to 
experience it!!!  It seems that God has created us so that we only grow through change.  Over 
and over we are thrust by change into dying to something, sinking into chaos, then rising again 
to something new, filled with creative possibility.  How many times in life - have you and I made 
this loop in minor and major ways?1 
 
Pentecost was the Spirit inspired event that brought power to Jesus’ disciples to speak the 
Good News.  This same Spirit fills us today, now in our time so that we too can to serve as they 
did, in loving and just ways.  As followers of Jesus, we are partners with God’s Holy Spirit in 
bringing about creative and lasting change, releasing from the bondage of sin and shame, those 
who long for freedom. 
 
So from now on, when the wind of change blows, take comfort that God’s Spirit is its source.  In 
times of transition, hear God’s voice calling you to trust.  Lean into the current of change.  Lean 
into the wind and trust that the transformation of Resurrection Life is on its way.  Come Holy 
Spirit!  Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
1 Warren Schultz, “The Biblical and Theological Basis for Interim Ministry.” 
 



Children’s Sermon 
Pentecost 
 
What colors do you see in our sanctuary today on the altar?  That’s right, my stole and the altar, 
even on the front door the colors have changed.  Today is the 50th day of the season of Easter.  
“Pente” in Greek means 5, ever heard of a pentagon?  It’s a geometric shape with 5 sides.  
Pentecost is that name for a special celebration in the church that we observe 50 days after 
Jesus’ resurrection at Easter. 
 
So what are we celebrating today?  We’ve celebrating a birthday!  The bible tells us a story 
about how the church came to be born.  Today we’re celebrating the birthday of the church.   
 
What colors do you see on the bulletin cover?  Red, Orange, Yellow.  What’s this look like?  
Flames.  And this?  A dove.  
 
Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, his disciples were all hiding in an upstairs room.  Suddenly, 
God’s Holy Spirit blew into the room like a mighty wind.  Let’s blow, using our breath.  
 
Next, something that looked like flames rested upon each one. Let’s make the sign of flames 
above our heads.  Each disciple was given a gift, an ability to speak in another language.   
 
Outside the house were people from all over the Roman Empire who spoke all kinds of different 
languages.  As the disciples spoke, these people, all from different countries were able to hear 
and understand this message:  Jesus is God’s Son, he brings good news:  God forgives you, God 
loves you, God gives you good gifts so that you can live joyfully and be a blessing to others!   
 
When Jesus was baptized, the bible tells us that God’s Spirit came a rested on him in a form 
that looked like a dove.  Let’s put our hands together to make a dove. 
 
Did you know that when you were baptized God’s Spirit was given to you? 
So now your when you breathe in and out, you can remember that God gives you life, gives you 
your very breath!  Let’s blow like the wind! 
 
God’s Spirit is like fire, that gives you power to do good things.  Let’s make the sign of flames. 
 
God’s Spirit is like a dove, that makes you peaceful and joyful.  Let’s flap our hands. 
 
Here’s a reminder of Pentecost for you. When you go home, at lunch time you can put your 
Pentecost flame on the table to remind you to  pray a prayer of thanks to God.  Thank you God, 
for giving me your Spirit, for the gift of life, (blow)  the gift of power to do good, (flames)  and 
the gift of peace. (dove)  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 


